
Announcements | In the News | Events | Upcoming Events | Funding Opportunities | Student Opportunities

Announcements

ISE Network Catalyst Grants 2024-2025: Call for Applications

- Supporting transdisciplinary research that addresses urgent challenges - 

With the Network Catalyst Grants, the Institute for a Sustainable Earth will support the development of
transdisciplinary faculty teams in applied research aligned with UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Supported teams will catalyze a network of collaborators within and beyond George Mason University
and aim to secure additional sources of funding. The ISE is growing a broad network of partners, and
Network Catalyst teams will work with the Institute to forge new and sustained engagements with
community-based organizations, NGOs, governments, the private sector, or other strategic partners.
Up to four funded teams will receive:

 ISE mentorship and assistance in engaging external partners
$5,000 to support network-building activities (workshops, basic research)
Grant proposal development support
A fully-funded graduate research fellowship stipend in Summer 2025  

Learn more about this innovative program, including how to prepare an application, at the ISE’s
Network Catalyst Program webpage. Applications are due Friday, March 22, 2024.

Network Catalyst Grants Informational Webinars: Mon., Feb 26 at 4 pm and Thurs., March 7 at 9 am.
Please contact Dr. Jeremy Campbell at jcampb30@gmu.edu for more information.  

Click Here to Learn More

https://ise.gmu.edu/network-catalyst-grants/
https://ise.gmu.edu/network-catalyst-grants/
mailto:jcampb30@gmu.edu
https://ise.gmu.edu/network-catalyst-grants/


Click Here to Learn More

When will the cherry trees bloom in 2024?

Mason’s Department of Statistics and their partners invite contestants to submit their predictions for
Washington, D.C. (USA), Kyoto (Japan), Liestal-Weideli (Switzerland), Vancouver, BC (Canada) and
New York City (USA), along with a compelling narrative and reproducible analysis containing any
data and code used. Complete entries will be eligible to win cash and prizes—based on multiple
categories, including best prediction and best narrative—and will be featured on Real World Data
Science. See the complete competition rules for details.

Click Here to Learn More

Events

Writing Workshop for Teaching and Mentoring Statements

Are you working to figure out how to convey the impact and effectiveness of your teaching and
mentoring for renewal, tenure, and/or promotion? You are invited to a discussion and writing
workshop about preparing your teaching and mentoring impact statement. The workshop is
appropriate for faculty in any discipline. You will outline your teaching, learning, and mentoring
strategies for developing and present it to peer and reviewer audiences. This interactive workshop
will be facilitated by faculty members who have successfully navigated the promotion process at
Mason. 

Thursday, February 15, 2024 from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM | Zoom Webinar

The Annual STAR-TIDES Capabilities Demonstration showcases products and activities of the
STAR-TIDES (Sharing To Accelerate Research – Transformative Innovation for Development and
Emergency Support) global knowledge-sharing network, The network includes several thousand
members engaged in building sustainable resilience, promoting human security, and creating life-
changing social and economic activities. STAR-TIDES is coordinated through George Mason
University’s Center for Resilient and Sustainable Communities (C-RASC). 

April 15-16, 2024 | Mason Square Van Metre Hall | Click here to register

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnew.nsf.gov%2Ffunding%2Fopportunities%2Ffaculty-early-career-development-program-career&data=05%7C02%7Csbassil2%40gmu.edu%7C554eb30dac5d46e5bfdd08dc1c20cad3%7C9e857255df574c47a0c00546460380cb%7C0%7C0%7C638416174623251972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zzfwNywWO41ueiLfUMlcalD5DvMPDTkgbyQMEYiDCVo%3D&reserved=0
https://realworlddatascience.net/
https://competition.statistics.gmu.edu/?page_id=35
https://competition.statistics.gmu.edu/
https://secure.touchnet.com/C20788_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=68&SINGLESTORE=true


Funding Opportunities

Heather's Highlights: Each week we will highlight current funding opportunities, alternating between
the six ISE Research Themes.

Research Theme 4: Clean Energy, Decarbonization, and Climate Action

 The Department of Energy (DOE) has issued a funding opportunity announcement titled Small
Innovative Projects in Solar: Concentrating Solar Power and Photovoltaics (SIPS: CSP & PV).
 
This funding opportunity seeks to invest in innovative research and development (R&D) that
accelerates the large-scale development and deployment of solar technologies to support an
equitable transition to a decarbonized electricity system by 2035 and decarbonized energy sector by
2050. This Small Innovative Projects in Solar (SIPS) FOA solicits seedling R&D projects for both
photovoltaic and concentrating solar thermal power technologies. This FOA is expected to be re-
issued on an annual basis.
 
Application Due Date: March 6, 2024
Anticipated Funding Amount: $6,500,000
 

Research Theme 5: Enhancing Equality, Equity, and Access to Basic Goods and Services
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) has released grants notice for their Mobility Equity
Research Initiative.
 
Through this NOFO, U.S. DOT seeks to advance research and technologies that support the
Department’s goal of expanding accessibility and mobility to underserved communities, including
people with disabilities, older Americans, and rural and disadvantaged communities. Further, U.S.

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId6bc5fce4-6c00-48fe-8663-04fd72493881
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/351698


DOT is seeking proposals that will produce research results and tools that build on or complement
existing data and systems such as those found on https://equity-data.dot.gov/
 
Application Due Date: March 5, 2024
Funding Amount: $2,970,000
 

Research Theme 6: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions to Support Thriving Economies

The U.S. Embassy La Paz Public Diplomacy Section has released their Annual Program Statement.
 

PD La Paz invites proposals for programs that strengthen people-to-people ties between the United
States and Bolivia through cultural, educational, professional and scientific exchanges that highlight
shared values and promote bilateral cooperation. All programs must include a U.S. cultural element,
or connection with U.S. experts, organizations, or institutions in a specific field that will promote
increased understanding of U.S. policy and perspectives.

 Application Due Date: August 31, 2024

Funding Amount: $40,000

Student Opportunities

https://equity-data.dot.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/351241


ICICLE Educational Fellows Program

The National Science Foundation-funded AI Institute for Intelligent Cyberinfrastructure with
Computational Learning in the Environment (ICICLE) is now accepting applications for its 2024
Educational Fellows Program. Graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and early-career educators
and researchers from all domains and disciplines actively enrolled in, or formally affiliated with, a US-
based institution, are eligible to apply. Those from populations and institutions traditionally
underrepresented in research computing, as well as those interested in developing skills and/or
positing research questions using AI-enabled cyberinfrastructure and knowledge systems to
support increased resiliency of food systems, are strongly encouraged to apply.

Click here to learn more.

https://icicle.osu.edu/education-and-outreach/icicle-educational-fellows-program


RaMP-UP Fellows Program

Get a stipend of $32,000 for a full year of participation. RT ticket to Panamá and lodging while at
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute facilities. Come away with a robust research experience,
scientific products, an international professional network, a peer network, and strong mentors to
advocate for their careers. Check back soon for 2024/2025 application openings.

RaMP-UP Fellows spend a year engaged in BioDiversity studies with Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute (STRI) Scientists. Embedded in the tropical landscapes of Panamá, practicing cutting-edge
and rigorous methodologies to make a lasting impact on Tropical BioDiversity.

Click here to learn more.

National Geographic: Internships at the Society

Every year, the National Geographic Society provides a number of students with a paid opportunity to
spend the summer exploring and learning with us. We offer a diverse range of dynamic internships
that are designed to offer a well-rounded experience. Our goal is to provide engaging, educational,
and work-related opportunities for both undergraduate and graduate students.

Click here to learn more.

EnergyTech University Prize

EnergyTech UP aims to cultivate the next generation of energy innovators while accelerating the
transfer of energy technologies to market. This prize seeks to attract the talented students of today and
help them develop into the engineers, policymakers, entrepreneurs, market analysts, and project
developers of tomorrow. Multidisciplinary student teams develop and present a business plan that
leverages National Laboratory-developed or other high-potential energy technologies, including
university-developed technologies or other technologies of interest to student competitors.

This prize is sponsored by the Office of Technology Transitions (OTT) at the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE), as well as several other program offices. EnergyTech UP, in partnership with American-
Made Challenges, is designed to be approachable, equitable, and scalable nationwide. Winners will
be chosen based on the strength of their business proposals. Students interested in participating in
this prize will be provided with a curated list of National Lab technologies that are ready for
commercialization and that can be used for their business plan.

Click here to learn more.

NASA MSI Incubator: Wildfire Climate Tech Challenge

NASA's Wildfire Climate Tech Challenge, part of the MSI Incubator initiative, seeks innovative
solutions for wildfire prevention and climate technology. NASA invites students and employees of
Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs) to address the escalating issues caused by wildfires exacerbated
by climate change. Successful participants will have the opportunity to join a startup incubator
program and compete for a prize of $100,000. Additionally, this initiative offers a platform for
participants to present their ideas to venture capitalists and NASA experts, furthering the development
of technology in the fields of wildfire prevention and climate change, while promoting inclusivity and
diversity.

Click here to learn more.
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov%2Ftechnologytransitions%2Fenergytech-university-prize&data=05%7C02%7Csbassil2%40gmu.edu%7C69129a370a1e427a67f908dc1b51ead1%7C9e857255df574c47a0c00546460380cb%7C0%7C0%7C638415285839380969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mwP2N6woCkMKEsiN%2F8noq1Krd93aNIyq%2BsXhgdur1%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov%2Ftechnologytransitions%2Fenergytech-university-prize&data=05%7C02%7Csbassil2%40gmu.edu%7C69129a370a1e427a67f908dc1b51ead1%7C9e857255df574c47a0c00546460380cb%7C0%7C0%7C638415285839380969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mwP2N6woCkMKEsiN%2F8noq1Krd93aNIyq%2BsXhgdur1%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nasa-climate-tech.org/wildfires/home?mc_cid=c6fb683858&mc_eid=66a7d3fdf2


Share this email:

Global Sustainability Scholars Fellows Program

The GSS Fellows program offers a 10-week paid immersive training and mentoring with a global
sustainability organization. Fellows will gain professional work experience, receive professional
mentorship and professional development training, and build an international professional network in
sustainability science. We will accept 5 -10 fellows per year to join the GSS community, provide
advanced professional development training, and build professional connections that foster
opportunities for employment and/or graduate school opportunities. 

Click here to learn more.

The Institute for a Sustainable Earth (ISE) aims to connect members of the
Mason community with others across the Mason community–and with other
communities, policy-makers, businesses and organizations–so that, together,
we can more effectively address the world’s pressing sustainability and
resilience challenges.

The ISE Newsletter provides up-to-date information on conferences, funding
opportunities, and research pertaining to environmental science and
sustainability. The biweekly newsletter aims to facilitate information sharing
among researchers, practitioners, and relevant local, national, and
international organization.

ise.gmu.edu
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