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Research Focus
I am a human geographer whose work examines the politics of nature, particularly issues 
surrounding food, agriculture, and land conservation. My research in the US South analyzes the 
ways that the racial and class dynamics of the plantation past are reproduced in the present, and 
argues that any meaningful abolition of this legacy will require fundamentally reshaping property 
relations. 

Current Projects
 ■ Conservation easements are an increasingly common strategy for protecting land from 

development pressure but there is little analysis of the social and ecological consequences of 
their spread. Thus, I am working on a collaborative and mixed-methods research project that 
analyzes the environmental justice implications of conservation easements in coastal Georgia 
and South Carolina. 

 ■ I am developing a long-term research project on the politics of land, conservation, and 
development in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 
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