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Research Focus

| have extensive research experience in India, its urban forms, material and social infrastructures,
and inequalities based on class, caste, and gender. My contributions include work on urban
development and the built environment, language politics and cultural identity, and the violence
and social turmoil associated with caste. In current work supported by the National Endowment
for the Humanities, the American Council of Learned Societies, and the School for Advanced
Research, | am examining the social impact of the Delhi Metro urban rail system by analyzing
people’s everyday commuting lives, the work of urban planners, architects, bureaucrats, and
transport officials, and the changing eco-geography of the city as numerous stations and lines
transform the urban landscape and social habits. This research highlights issues of environmental
sustainability, gendered citizenship, and social mobility in India’s increasingly aspirational culture.

Current Projects

m A project to examine the social impact of a mass transit system

m A project to compare mass transit systems in a global framework
m A project to examine changing norms around family and marriage

m A project to examine the new forms of English emerging in India
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