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Research Focus
There is a lot of variation within and among species. How such a variation is produced, 
maintained, and used has implications for how long species may potentially live, how they may 
response to environmental disturbance - including climate change, sea level rise, pollution and 
urbanization, and in general for their biology, including - but not exclusively - how they 
communicate, how they use vision, how they escape predators, etc. I study how this incredible 
variation in morphology, physiology, biology, behavior is produced and why. The results obtained 
in my work have an impact on species and habitat conservation and on species - including 
humans - health.

Current Projects
	■ Evolution of color and color pattern in geckos.

	■ Conservation genetics of endangered turtles.

	■ Aging, longevity and cancer.

	■ Adaptation to anthropogenic activity.
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