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Research Focus
My research focuses on habitat fragmentation, climate change, and biodiversity. My research in 
these areas has directly contributed to strengthening the field of conservation biology and finding 
solutions to the myriad environmental challenges facing the planet. 

In addition to coining the term “biological diversity”, since the 980s, my research has brought 
international attention to the world’s tropical rainforests, and in particular, the Brazilian Amazon. 
In this regard, my research produced the first projection of global extinctions for the Global 2000 
Report to the President. Similarly, I developed the “debt-for-nature” swap programs and led the 
Minimum Critical Size of Ecosystems project. 
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